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Headteacher’s Update

On Thursday, 11th November, 
at 11.00am, a two minute 

silence was observed by students 
and staff at Maidenhill School. 
This takes place every year to 
commemorate the anniversary of 
the armistice marking the end of the 
First World War in 1918. 

Taylor 
Pritchard, Lennon 
Cooper and Mrs 
Wilson represented 
Maidenhill 
students, staff 
and governors at 
the Stonehouse 
Remembrance 
Service at the 
War Memorial 
in Stonehouse 
on Sunday 14th 
November.

In addition, a  ‘Remembrance 
of Wars Past’  book display in the 
library, covering WW1, WW2, the 
holocaust and other significant 
conflicts, provided reading material 
and information for students 
interested in war and its impacts.

We are delighted that the government’s updated Covid guidelines enabled us to return, this September, 
to what we believe is one of the most important features of our school, namely our vertical tutor group 

system. Students are really benefitting from being in their mixed aged tutor groups again, focussing together on 
improving their attendance, developing their oracy skills through literacy activities and debates, and reflecting 
on their wellbeing. 

It is so encouraging to see the kindness shown by our older students, supporting Year 7 students and helping 
them settle into secondary school life. Year 7 also tell us how much they have enjoyed getting out and about, 
participating in a range of activities from the high ropes adventures of our Dean Field’s Study day, to the cultural 
heights of ‘The Magician’s Elephant’ at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford. Year 7 students will be 
surprised how quickly these five years at Maidenhill go. Before they know it, they too will be taking their GCSEs 
and celebrating their grades as we did in August with the ‘Class of 2021’. 
Mrs P Wilson

Never Forget…

Results Day

For the second year running, 
GCSE examinations in 2021 were 

cancelled due to the pandemic.  
This year, the Department for 

Education determined that teachers 
should assess their own Year 11 
students, taking into account a range 
of evidence including classwork, 
coursework and mock exams to 
decide on a grade that best reflected 

their performance, given their 
individual circumstances.

Results day in August was, 
although pared down by social 
distancing restrictions, a joyous 
occasion, as can be seen from the 
photographs on our cover. We are 
very proud of our students and staff 
who have triumphed once again, 
despite a really tough year!
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On Monday, 22nd November, Year 8 students 
watched ‘Chelsea’s Choice’, a play to raise 

awareness about Child Sexual Exploitation.  
It tells the story of three students who discover 

the diary of a girl called Chelsea. Having fallen out with 
her friends and family, Chelsea was approached by 
Gary – older, with his own car and flat, he treated her 
like an adult. But Gary was not what he seemed to be! 

Chelsea’s story is played out and examined by the 
three students, along with their teacher in an attempt 
to understand what happened to Chelsea and how it 
could have been prevented.
Mr R Lloyd

Well done to the students 
who were elected to 

represent their peers on the 
School Council:

Community
Dylan Hilling

Doverow
Morriss White & Bailey Johnson

Digital Learning
Alex Kinsella

Exams and Assessment
Harry Cowley

Frocester
Oliver Hamblin & Edgar Ayers

Haresfield
Liam Mant & Lois Tookey

Language
Emily Bown

Learning Support
Katherine Colcombe &  
Jacob Fisher

Performing Arts
Devonte King & Tianna Frankcom

Reading
Leo Brightman

Rodborough
Gabriela Adams & Ryley Williams

Sports
Milo Neary

Raising awareness

School Council

On the 14th October, I, along with a few 
other Frocester students, made a speech 
to the whole learning community about 
what we would do if we were on the 
School Council. The next week everyone 
had to vote for who they thought would 
do a good job representing each learning 
community and the various other roles 
on the Council.

When I found out that I would 
represent Learning Support, I was 
very happy and I am looking forward 
to making changes so that Learning 
Support students will be even better 
supported and more confident in school. 
Katherine Colcombe (FHP)

On being elected for School Council
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Summer School

Teachers said: 
In August, during the summer 
holidays, over seventy excitable, 
soon to be Year 7 students, 
attended Summer School. They 
enjoyed participating in academic 
and practical activities, and 
flourished in their learning. To get 
a  taste of what it is like to be a 
Maidenhill student before starting 
school in September, they were 
taught by a selection of subject 
teachers and support staff. 

The week was packed with 
exciting, meaningful and engaging 
activities. Students read ‘Windrush 
Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah in 
English, completed challenging 
maths puzzles, explored Op 
Art, learnt how to use Bunsen 
Burners in science, expressed 
their creativity in Design and 
Nutrition and demonstrated their 
physical strength and team work 
in PE. A production of ‘Beauty 
and the Beast’ by the touring 
theatre company, IKP, was enjoyed 
by all and, finally, they explored 
fieldwork in geography, robotics in 
computing, and gods in Religious 
Studies. 

Maidenhill staff praised their 
enthusiasm, kindness and ‘can-do’ 
attitude, which was celebrated in a 
final awards assembly at the end of 
the week. Mrs Legge and Mr Sadler 
would like to say a huge thank you 
to all the staff and students who 
took part in Summer School.
Mrs C Legge

Students said:
My experience at Summer School 
was amazing; meeting lots of people, 
including teachers and classmates. 
I had some very fun lessons like art, 
DT and science. My favourite lesson 
of the week was art, because we 
created some awesome art, using 
the first letter of your name.

I made some friends who are 
really nice and I met some very good 
teachers and learnt a lot about them 
through the week.

Overall, I think Summer School 
was epic all-round and a joyful 
experience!
Elise Barker (HCP)

As the only person going to 
Maidenhill from my previous 
school, I was naturally extremely 
anxious and worried as to 
what awaited me. Fortunately, 
beforehand, Mrs Legge put 
together a Summer School, which 
really boosted my confidence. We 
did many new and exciting things, 
including learning how to use a 
Bunsen burner in science and doing 
optical illusions in art.

Whilst in Summer School, we 
got to meet some of our future 
subject teachers, including French 
and science teachers.
Helena Small (RCB) 
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Into the Forest

On the 27th September, Year 7 students went 
on a fun, educational trip to the Forest of Dean.  

There were lots of things to do, like scavenger 
hunts, problem solving and caving, where you had to 
crawl through dark and narrow underground tunnels 
until you got to the end. We pushed ourselves to do 
the best we could in activities like ‘Leap of Faith’ and 
some of us had to face our fear of heights. There was 
no pressure to do any of it though. All the staff and 
teams were very encouraging. The teachers even 
joined in some of the activities!

On ‘Jacob’s Ladder’ we worked as a team to help 
people who got scared along the way, to climb to the 
top of differently spaced logs.

Some activities involved water and getting wet. 
We played games like hide and seek, did puzzles 
and the stepping wood – everyone had their own 
favourite.

We learnt a lot about each other and made 
memories with new and old friends. We were so lucky 
to go on this fantastic trip and really enjoyed it!
Katie Hawker (HGT), Grace Gardner (HHB), Lily Winfield 
(HLF), Millie Hudd (HDK) and Gabriella Eisley (DJF)
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Maidenhill according to Year 7 students…

When I first came to Maidenhill I was very nervous 
about if I would make any new friends or not. When 
we had to go to classes, I was nervous I would forget 
where it is and be late to classes, but my friends had 
the same class, so I could walk with them and after a 
bit I learnt where to go every day.

I am getting used to doing Independent Studies 
and getting it in on time as I do Study Zone and get 
notifications to remind me so I don’t forget.
Ryley Williams (RKH)

On my first day, we had to go to our Learning Communities 
and mine was Rodborough. That’s where we met Mr Lloyd. 
We talked about the things in our planner and met our 
tutors for the first time. 

A few weeks later we had an assembly about 
School Council. Mr Rome said: “If you’re in Year 7, don’t 
think you’re too young to run for School Council.” That 
motivated me to run for School Council.
Caylib Hilder (RCL)

I find secondary school more interesting than 
primary school. The lessons are a lot more varied 
and interesting and the practicals are always a 
joy! Secondary school has opened a lot more 
opportunities. Only recently, I joined STEM Club.
Helena Small (RCB) 

Starting my journey at Maidenhill I was not just excited; I 
was nervous. I remember seeing very few people from my 
Primary School.

On the first day we were sorted into our tutor 
groups. We had to make a tower in our groups only using 
newspaper and tape and we quickly made friends.

My favourite lessons are PE, Design and Technology, 
RS and English. All the staff are nice, happy to help you and 
are supportive.  

Looking back I do not know what I was afraid of!  
Charlotte Cant (RTK)

This is what our new Year 7 students have to say about their experiences of Maidenhill School so far:



 M A I D E N H I L L  N E W S :  W I N T E R  2 0 2 1

7

Boys’ Rugby Reigns

Girls’ Rugby Rules Sports Leaders

Year 9 boys have also been working extremely 
hard in rugby training over the last six weeks, 

concentrating on rucking, tackling, scrummaging and 
gameplay to improve their core skills. 

They have since played two games and currently 
remain undefeated. Maidenhill boys came away as 
winners (48-0) against Archway School and drew 
15-all against Thomas Keble School. Both games were 
played in great spirit and the students showed grit and 
determination against two very strong opponents. We 
have another two games left to play before the end of 
the Year 9 rugby campaign.  

Alfie Allen, Harry Price and Josh Clift have been 
identified as outstanding players for both school 
and club and have been selected to represent the 
Gloucester Developing Player Programme (DPP) 
that started in November 2021. The DPP is a focused 
programme that runs alongside a players’ club and 
school programme to support talented young players 
with their rugby and athletic development. All three 

boys have been working extremely hard with a mixture 
of tactical games, technical breakouts, movement 
literacy and basic core skills to help develop their 
rugby further. This is a fantastic opportunity to express 
their rugby skills and potentially progress towards 
the Junior Academy at Under 17–19 level. A big 
“congratulations” and we wish them the best of luck! 
Mr T Farmer

Girls in Years 7 to 11 have been taking on a brand new sport at 
Maidenhill… rugby! Gloucester Rugby and Mr Farmer have been 

delivering rugby sessions to Maidenhill girls, focusing on a mixture of 
fundamental skills. This includes lots of fun drills and activities, involving 
teamwork, respect and discipline. These sessions have seen 17 students 
participate in rugby for the first time, whereby three students have now 
joined a rugby club outside of school. The girls have learnt how to catch 
and pass a rugby ball, make decisions whilst running with a rugby ball and 
how to effectively kick a rugby ball. 

The girls have all played with a smile on their face and they cannot 
wait to continue the rugby sessions every Wednesday. They will be playing 
in their first ever rugby touch tournament in May 2022; something that 
has never happened at 
Maidenhill School before. 

Sam Thomas, Gloucester 
Rugby coach said, “I have 
thoroughly enjoyed working 
with the Maidenhill girls 
on all things rugby; their 
progression in a short space 
of time has been fantastic. 
I wish the girls all the best 
in the future and will look 
forward to seeing them at 
the Cheltenham festival in 
May”. Go girls! 
Mr T Farmer

Congratulations to our Sports 
Leaders for 2021-2022:

Frocester
Kai-Ollie Painter
Sam French
Ryan O’Connor

Rodborough
Gabriella Adams
Max Fowler
Ella Hannis
Temprence McLaughlin

Doverow
Sienna Huggins
Maddy Brown
Casey Eisley
Corey Fletcher

Harefield
Aidan Silk
Ella Murray
Lily Geeves
Tyrese Ade
Brendan Bayley
Jordan Taubert



The Magician’s Elephant

A visit from Matt Dickinson

On November 4th and 25th 
we were extremely delighted 

to take Year 7 students to see ‘The 
Magician’s Elephant’ at the RSC 
Theatre in Stratford-Upon-Avon. 
We are grateful to parents and 
Theatre Works for supporting our 
students to experience a quality 
live theatre performance. 
Mrs A Melendez 

On 4th November, Year 7s 
went to Stratford-upon-Avon 

to watch a performance of the 
musical, ‘The Magician’s Elephant’. 
It is about a magician that, one day, 

conjures an elephant from the sky. 
The appearance of this creature, 
sets off a chain of events.

I liked the good body language 
and costumes. The music and 
humour were very good too and 
the special effects were fantastic. 
You feel very relaxed and you 
almost feel like you are in the story.

It was very tense when it was 
the interval and we thought the 
elephant was going to die. I also 
noticed the loud projecting voices; 
you could hear them all the way 
at the back. We were on the edge 
of our seats the whole time. It was 

brilliant from start to finish.
Eilan Uzzell (HHB) and Ollie Batt 
(HGT)

On the 14th October 2021, 
Matt Dickinson visited our 

school and talked to us about his 
experiences up in the mountains. 
We were even given the chance 
to buy a signed copy of one of his 
books. I found it interesting when 
he was talking about all the risks, 
and I loved it when he talked about 
how much he enjoyed his time in 
the mountains.

We watched a documentary 
Matt had made whilst climbing 
Mount Everest, which gave us an 
insight into  just how dangerous 
mountain climbing is. He made us 
do interactive activities like talking 
with the people around you and 
sharing our ideas with him. I love 
it when we get special visitors 
to talk to us, but Matt Dickinson 
is my favourite. I have always 
loved mountains and found them 
interesting but now I want to climb 
one, one day! After the talk, we 
started to write our own mountain 
adventure stories and we let our 
imaginations run wild! We could 
write about anything that might 
happen high up on a mountain. He 

inspired me to follow my dreams 
and never give up. 
Kitty Dumbrill (RTK)

On Thursday, 14th October, 
our school received a special 

visitor. Matt Dickinson, the author 
of several books, including the 
Everest files, Lie Kill Walk Away 
and Mortal Chaos, came into our 
school for a talk about his climbing 
Mount Everest three times. He 
talked about how he ventured in 
life-threatening conditions and 
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had to rescue his friend, who had 
developed an illness and had to be 
rescued by helicopter and taken to 
safety. We learned about different 
survival skills and watched a few 
of his documentaries that he had 
made on his incredible journey. I 
was deeply fascinated by his visit 
and I’m sure that everyone else 
loved it too. I immensely enjoyed 
his stories and learning about his 
experiences. I hope there will be 
more visits like his in the future.
Lily Smith (RCB)



Funky Science 

Times Table Rock Stars

For another year running, 
Maidenhill science department 

have worked with Bristol 
University Biology department. 
We have been lucky enough to 
have third year university students 
running lessons with some of our 
key stage three students as well as 
sessions for our STEM club. This 
project allows Maidenhill students 
to experience practical activities 
that wouldn’t normally be run in a 
school and the university students 
to try their hand at teaching! 

This term we had a go at 
dissecting squid, which included 
understanding the anatomy and 
even writing our names with the ink 
pouch and internal structure of the 

From 8th to 11th November, 
Year 7 mathematics classes took 

part in ‘England Rocks’, a huge multi-
school competition. This was done 
online, via our new platform ‘Times 
Table Rock Stars’. A fantastic effort 
by the Maidenhill students, saw a 
total of 38,846 questions answered 
successfully across the four days of 
the competition – that’s almost ten 
thousand questions a day! 

An extra well done to class 7q3, 
who finished the competition with an 
impressive average of 1,658 successful 
answers, placing them 1,196th overall 
out of over 30,000 classes that took 
part throughout the country. 

Prizes were awarded to the 
best class, and the top three scorers. 
Congratulations to Adrian Collins, 
with a superb score of 13,069 correct 
answers. 

We will be 
running more 
competitions 
like this, both 
internally and 
also together 
with other 
schools, so keep 
an eye out for 
your chance to 
win some prizes!
Mr A Seabrook
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squid! In addition to this, one of the 
students supplied insect specimens 
from the Bristol Museum for us 
to investigate with high strength 
university microscopes. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed 
this experience and look forward to 
welcoming Bristol University back 
very soon!
Miss H Webster
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Artists at Work

Squeak squeak... Our Year 7 artists have been very 
busy modelling and glazing their ceramic mice. 

They come with a range of accessories from handbags 
and hats to games controllers and scooters! The results 
are fur-tastic, very well done Year 7s! 

Year 8 students’ art comes with a warning! There 
has been an outbreak of small, but not to be 
underestimated ceramic monsters! Year 8s have 
designed and modelled clay creatures, all finished 
with colourful glazes. Congratulations Year 8 – 
excellent, imaginative outcomes.

Year 9 students have been learning all about the Mexican Day 
of the Dead Festival. They’ve explored and designed their own 
sugar skull designs, using calligraphy pens and drawing inks, with 
amazing results. They then moved their designs to 3D; making 
and glazing their ceramic sugar skulls. Impressive projects Year 
9; well done.  Mrs D Glover
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Glorious Food

Under the Sea

Key Stage 3 food students 
have been busy completing 

their final cooking assessments 
for their Food Preparation and 
Nutrition module. 

Year 7 students were tasked 
with creating a healthy, nutritious 
pasta salad suitable for teenagers 
which follows the Eat Well Guide 
Guidelines. 

Year 8 students planned, 
prepared and cooked a street 
food product with a multicultural 

Year 9 designed and made an ‘Under the Sea’ mobile. They learnt techniques such as using heat to alter the 
shape of tyvek paper, how to make bubbles using PVA glue and Brusho powder, making a marble effect, 3D 

fabric sculptures, cutting stencils and doing screen prints to produce the finished product. 
Mrs K Butcher

influence from their own chosen 
country. 

Year 9 students planned, 
prepared and cooked a pastry, 
bread or cake based product, 
illustrating their understanding of 
functions of ingredients. 

They have all worked 
tremendously hard under pressure 
and produced some very pleasing 
results, demonstrating a wide 
range of culinary skills. Well done!
Miss L Bullion
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Wednesday, 5th January Start of Term 3

Tuesday, 11th January    Y11 Mock Results Day

Wednesday, 12th January    Y11 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday, 25th January Y7 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday, 8th February KS4 Choices Evening

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Student Leaders

Alumni

Doverow
Kenzie Stephens, Olivia Hatch

Frocester 
Sophie Cassidy-Adams,  
Lennon Cooper

Haresfield
Alicja Janur, Taylor Pritchard

Rodborough 
Josh Mitchell, Melody Tari

Former Maidenhill 
student, Bethan Roberts, 

had her Passing Out Parade 
after having completed her 
basic training at Harrogate, 
and has joined the Royal 
Artillery. She is currently 
based in Salisbury for her 
phase 2 training and will then 
move on to Woolwich, where 
she will join The King’s Troop 
Royal Artillery.

Friday, 18th February  End of Term 3

Monday, 28th February        Start of Term 4

Wednesday, 9th March   Y10 parents’ Evening

Friday, 8th April End of Term 4

Mastering Taekwondo

Cross Country

Congratulations to Chloe 
Hanks in Year 7, who 

entered the Junior Taekwondo 
Championships and won three 
medals; Gold in High Kick, Silver 
in Sparring (where she had to 
fight bigger boys) and Bronze in 
Patterns (again against boys).

Well done, Chloe!
Mrs S Kendry

Oakley James’ running club hill practice has 
served him well and it was another great race 

for him on Tuesday, 19th October. He managed 
to get second place in the District trials for Cross 
Country, held at Archway – no mean feat! 

Oakley will hopefully qualify for the next race 
and maybe even the Nationals. We’re rooting for 
you, Oakley!
Miss S Dobler

Congratulations to the Student Leaders elected to represent their 
Learning Communities for 2021-2022:


